JOHN    EVELYN
have been a high trial for Mrs. Evelyn and her
staff
"Do not/3 she writes to Dr. Bohun In 1668,
"impute my silence to neglect. Had you seen me
these ten days continually entertaining persons of dif-
ferent humour, age and sense, not only at meals or
afternoon or the time of a civil visit, but from
morning till night,, you will be assured it was im-
possible for me to finish these few lines sooner;
so often have I set pen to paper and been taken off it
again."
In a letter* written in the middle of the Sayes
Court period, Evelyn gives a detailed account of
some of his personal habits:
"I have treated mine eyes very ill near these
twenty years, during all which time I have rarely
put them together, or composed them to sleep,
before one at night, and sometimes much later:
that I may in some sort redeem my losses by day,
in which I am continually importuned with visits
from my neighbours and acquaintances, or taken up
by other impertinences of my life in this place.
I am plainly ashamed to tell you this, considering
how little I have improved myself by it; but I
have rarely been In bed before twelve o'clock, as
I said, in the space of twenty years; and yet 1 read
the least print, even In a jolting coach, without
other assistance, save that I now and then used to
rub my shut eye-lids over with a spirit of wine well
rectified, in which I distil a few rosemary flowers,
much after the process of the Queen of Hungary's
*To Doctor Beale, zjth August, 1668.
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